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Abstract: New Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology (NMT), which is primarily an undergraduate science and engineering research institution, has a small alternative licensure program. Due to the nature of undergraduate requirements at NMT, the preservice teachers in the licensure program have extremely high content knowledge but little awareness of the average student’s prospect for success in school. The goals of the licensure program are to promote understanding of the phrase “Science for All Americans”, instill a disposition to use research-based practices in the classroom, and acquaint teacher candidates with the contemporary nature of schools and schooling. The primary sources of content for the licensure program are articles from the education literature and observations of local classrooms. The primary learning methods of the licensure program are critical discussions of educational research and classroom observations, creating standards-based lesson plans, and critiquing assessments (student work).
