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Title: Bridging Communities: The Roles and Impact of STEM Faculty in Building a Professional Learning Community Supporting Intern Teachers seeking Alternative Certification
Abstract: Professional Learning Community Model for Alternative Pathways (PLC-MAP) is a partnership of North Harris Montgomery Community Colleges, Texas A&M University, and 11 urban, suburban, and rural school districts in the Greater Houston area focused on developing a professional learning community that increases the retention and quality of middle and high school mathematics and science teachers who are being certified through the NHMCCD Alternative Certification Program.  Improved quality in teaching refers to increased use of effective inquiry teaching strategies, including information technology where appropriate, that engage students to ask worthy scientific questions and to reason, judge, explain, defend, argue, reflect, revise, and/or disseminate findings.

Novice teachers learning to adapt or designing authentic inquiry in their classrooms face two enormous problems.  First, there are important issues surrounding the required knowledgebase, habit of mind, and pedagogical content knowledge of the teachers that impact the quality of their lesson plans and instructional sequences.  Second, many ACP intern teachers teach under challenging conditions with limited resources, which impacts their ability to implement authentic inquiry in the classroom.  

Our professional development model is focused on developing a professional learning community (PLC) that supports the intern and induction year ACP teachers.  This talk will discuss the role and impact of STEM faculty in the PLC.
