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Abstract: This paper explores the importance of action research in the second year of learning to teach science in an alternative-route, teacher-preparation program. The program was designed for those changing careers from science-related professions to middle-grade science teaching. In addition to mentoring, these second-year teachers highlighted a year-long action research project as influential in stabilizing and refining their practice. Each teacher chose an action research project that addressed a challenge he or she experienced in teaching inquiry-based science. This paper shares work-in-progress that explores teacher identity development within an action research framework, and the impact on improving one’s teaching of science. Second-year changes are presented in relation to first-year successes and challenges. Excerpts from one teacher are detailed specific to cyclic dynamics, learning-to-teach benefits, and practice outcomes.
