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Abstract: California’s alternative certification programs have shown themselves to be sensitive to market conditions, often attracting individuals to pursue credentials in shortage areas, such as math and science teaching at the secondary level.  Proponents of these programs have also argued that individuals who choose AC programs bring with them a wealth of relevant work experience.  Given the shortages of math and science teachers in public schools, it would appear that AC programs solve both quantity and quality problems in the teacher workforce.  But the claims about the subject matter background of AC science and math teachers are largely untested.  


This paper will report on findings from a three-year study of interns prepared through California’s AC programs.  It will present data on interns seeking a credential in math or science at the secondary level.  The paper will focus on describing the characteristics of math and science candidates in terms of their educational background, prior occupations, placement in schools during their internship.  It will examine the extent to which California’s AC programs are addressing shortages in math and science teachers, especially in schools that are hard-to-staff and examine the prevalence of out-of-field assignments for math and science interns.
