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Abstract: The Texas A&M University System is one of the largest systems of higher education in the nation.  The System is composed of ten Alternative Certification Programs.  These programs produced 1,924 interns over the last three years with over 20% of those seeking Science certification.  The System has taken a unique approach to the induction of alternative certification interns by developing an electronic mentoring component.  Electronic mentoring involves an online novice teacher support center known as ‘PACT’ (Performance-based Academic Coaching Team).  PACT is a secure website where interns access immediate teacher helps, teaching resources, teaching tools, chat rooms, discussion boards, and an electronic mentor.  To enhance PACT, Science interns access an online component designed in collaboration with Texas A&M University College of Veterinary Medicine and Biomedical Science known as PEER (Partnership for Environmental Education and Rural Health). PEER provides curriculum materials that offer a unique approach to integrating environmental health science into non-science classes.  Presently PACT is servicing 1,659 novice ACP interns and over 300 Science novice PEER teachers. Through PACT and PEER, Texas A&M University System Science interns access live e-mentors for pedagogical needs and live Scientists ‘on call’ to assist them with the challenges of the science classroom.
