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Abstract: The American Institutes for Research (AIR) under contract to the US Department of Education, Policy and Program Studies Service, is conducting an evaluation of the Transition to Teaching program (TTT). A final report of the evaluation, describing the first three years of project activity for the FY02 grantees, will be released around August 2006. This presentation describes the data sources used in the evaluation, summarizes findings from 8 site visits, and addresses the challenges in gathering data on participants and analyzing it in relationship to program level data. The TTT projects focus on recruiting and retaining highly qualified mid-career professionals (including highly qualified paraprofessionals), and recent graduates of an institution of higher education, as teachers in high-need schools.
Program goals include:
*        An increase in the percentage of all participants who become highly qualified teachers and teach in high need schools in high need Local Education Agencies (LEAs) 
*        An increase in the percentage of all participants who become highly qualified math or science teachers 
*        An increase in the percentage of new, highly qualified teachers who teach in high need schools in high need LEAs for at least 3 years  

*        An increase in the percentage of teachers receiving full
certification/licensure.
