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Title: Exploring Alternative Teacher Certification Policy and Practice through an Examination of Novice Science Teachers
Abstract: Alternative teacher certification programs (ATCPs) currently exist amidst policy debates regarding teacher shortage, quality, and preparation. This study examines novice science teachers, their teaching practices and their respective ATCPs to better understand how nontraditional certification routes link to the issues of teacher quality and effective teacher preparation. Findings elucidate specific factors within nontraditional teacher preparation programs which may influence science teachers’ abilities to meet current standards-based visions for improved teaching and learning.
