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Title: Science Immersion
Abstract: The author will discuss the New Teacher Project’s “science immersion” program for alternatively certified teachers. Scheduled to be piloted in the summer of 2006, the science immersion concept is based on TNTP’s successful math immersion program, which helps candidates who have math-related experience but lack a degree in mathematics gain the academic credits they need to meet state licensing requirements for math teachers. 

In New York City, the math immersion program has been responsible for providing more than 900 “highly qualified” math teachers for some of the city’s highest-need schools. The average score of these teachers on New York State’s required math content specialty test surpasses the average for other New York City math teachers, math teachers statewide, and math teachers in the New York City suburbs. Among these new teachers are individuals from career fields such as engineering, architecture and finance who otherwise (and despite their demonstrated math proficiency) could not have taught math in the public schools.  

After briefly addressing the history and impact of the math immersion program, the author will discuss the structure and requirements of TNTP’s new science immersion program, as well as its development and ongoing implementation.
