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Short Paper

Teachers As Scholars and the Professional Development of Science Teachers

Short Abstract:

Teachers As Scholars(TAS), a program for the professional development of K-12

teachers, began as a pilot program at the Harvard University Graduate School of Education, but it has expanded  across the nation.  Some content-based TAS seminars for the professional development of science teachers will be highlighted.

Long Abstract:

Some K-12 teachers have sought improvement in their traditional inservice

training programs. Because of this perceived need Teachers As Scholars(TAS) has been founded as a program for the professional development of K-12 teachers at public and private schools.  TAS began as a pilot program at the Harvard University Graduate School of Education, but more recently it has expanded to 25 sites across the nation and is funded by the Woodrow Wilson National Fellowship Foundation. Teachers are granted release time on school days to meet with colleagues from other schools and to participate in content-based seminars, which are led by university professors or other researchers. Although TAS seminars were first conducted in the humanities, an increasing percentage of the seminars now cover topics in the natural sciences and mathematics. I am the Ph.D. physicist who has the longest association with TAS (since 1997). Some successful TAS physical science seminars, including "The Quantum World: Molecules and Mystery", "An Introduction to Relativity", and "Who Cares About Schrodinger's Cat?" will be discussed briefly in my presentation. A preliminary assessment of the impact of TAS upon teachers also will be given.

