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Teacher Training: Living, Learning and Teaching Constructivism in an
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Short Abstract:

An active discussion about a unique Science, Math, Social Studies, and Inquiry methods course infused with technology. This course allows teachers in training to be immersed in a constructivist, standards-based curriculum model. Students create authentic teaching materials tested in real classrooms. Hopefully, former students and work samples will be available.

Long Abstract:

Our unique methodology course offers a model of best practices in teaching and learning. Teachers in training grow in their knowledge and application of State K-12 system standards and integration of curriculum areas of Science, Math, Inquiry, and Social Studies within a classroom based on a constructivist model. Instructors of the course infuse the teacher education standards for the State throughout the course and its

offerings in meaningful ways for their students.

These students of teaching participate in numerous inquiry-based activities in the course. One such activity is a grade-level simulation in which small groups of students create integrated, standards-based inquiry units. Explorations in methodologies and meeting the needs of all learners are addressed throughout these units.  Individual students also create an integrated, standards-based inquiry unit in collaboration with a practicing classroom teacher. This unit is created to meet the needs of the cooperating

teacher's students, curriculum, and those State K-12 standards the teacher has been assigned. This unit is then taught within the classroom and used for reflection and as evidence of attainment of State licensure standards.

These students create meaning in numerous ways.  In both content (math, science, and social studies) and integration class sessions, cooperative group assignments and reflections upon the practices of learning and teaching are utilized to further their development as teachers.  Active discussion plays an important daily role in our classes. Student learning and inquiry drive the focus of each class session.  Methodological themes researched by the students lead the integration of the content areas.

