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Short Abstract:

Reflective formative assessment (RFA) uses classroom communication technology to gather and display student responses to questions posed during class.  The immediate and anonymous summary of student responses furnished by classroom communication systems supply the teacher and students with useful and timely information about students’ understandings and ways of reasoning.  RFA helps create an active classroom by stimulating student participation and class discussion, while at the same time providing teachers with information needed to make real-time teaching decisions.  RFA is also a powerful mechanism for encouraging student self-awareness of their thinking and learning habits.  This workshop will provide an introduction to RFA.   The first half of the workshop begins with a "mock classroom" activity followed by a discussion of the philosophy and pedagogy underlying RFA.  The second half of

the workshop will focus on a scheme for developing formative assessment items and on issues related to interpreting and responding to students’ answers.

Long Abstract:

The practice of reflective formative assessment (RFA) as a mode to improve

classroom communication, to promote an active and engaged classroom, and to guide class discussion and teaching decisions is described and discussed.   The workshop provider will employ the same RFA practices advanced for the classroom.  Classroom communication technology will be integrated into the workshop and the workshop participants will be engaged in activities and work in small groups.  A discussion of the main issues and a reflection on implications for teaching will follow each activity.   Since the workshop is interactive, we will not be able to adequately cover everything of relevance.  Each participant will receive a booklet that seamlessly integrates supplementary reading material with each workshop activity.   This supplementary material will elaborate many of the ideas raised in the workshop.  We will also include an independent exposition of the Assessing-to-Learn approach.  This exposition

will describe the approach in detail and include the philosophy and pedagogy that supports the approach.  RFA makes use of well-designed questions to target a variety of cognitive goals and to induce desirable "habits of mind."  The booklet will contain exemplars of questions to serve as models for those participants interested in designing their own questions.  We will also provide each participant with information for getting access to additional questions and resources that we have made available at our Assessing -to-Learn web site.  The web site contains an extensive database of questions as well as references to other related educational materials.

