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Panel

Early Field Experiences:  Lessons Learned From K-12 School Practicums

Short Abstract:

This panel will present information learned during three years of pilot projects which explored ways of integrating K-12 school field experiences into college mathematics and science courses.  Successful strategies for negotiating school placements, enhancing the educative nature of the practicum , and dealing with assessment will be discussed.

Long Abstract:

In this panel presentation, early field experiences in K-12 schools will be discussed as one strategy for teaching pre-education mathematics and science majors about alternative methods of teaching and assessing, inquiry-based teaching, and the realities of a career in education.  The panel will share what these OCEPT sponsored projects have learned over three years of designing and implementing a variety of types of practicum experiences as one component of their mathematics and science courses.  Specifically, the issues of finding and negotiating strong school placements, methods for strengthening reflective practices during the practicum, ways of building links between school site and course learnings, and alternative methods for assessing the practicum will be addressed. The panel will speak from experience to questions such as how to deal with students’ lack of transportation, how to reduce concerns about liability, how to insure that the practicum is a worthwhile learning activity, and what are reasonable expectations for student involvement in elementary, middle, and high school settings.  The panel will share an Early Field Experiences Handbook compiled by project participants for use by college teachers.  The handbook includes course syllabi, sample letters, expectations for practicum students and their school supervisors, and assessment forms.

