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NSF Teams Enhancing Access for Minorities in Science (TEAMS)

Short Abstract:

In an effort to enhance the minority participation in graduate SMET programs,

a team of Kentucky State University faculty members is implementing the TEAMS project. This $5 million NSF/QEM project is transforming KSU into a pipeline for getting minorities from high school into graduate SMET programs. An overview of the project and its implementation will be presented.

Long Abstract:

Kentucky State University is Kentucky's unique, small, historically black liberal studies institution. In an effort to enhance the minority participation in graduate SMET programs, a team of Kentucky State University faculty members has proposed and is

implementing the TEAMS project that will attain this goal. This project was funded by NSF through QEM (Quality Education for Minorities) and it is in its first year of implementation.  This $5 million five year project is a pipeline for getting minority students from high school into graduate SMET programs. The pipeline consists of four phases as follows. Phase one, the Undergraduate Bridge, consists of two segments: the Senior Bridge and the Pre-College Bridge. These bridges are meant to get junior and senior high school students interested, aware and prepared for entering SMET programs at KSU. Phase two, Curriculum Reform, consists of Excel Study Teams whose objective is to develop student interest beyond the course material and enhance their performance in the gatekeeper courses through collaborative and interactive learning. Phase three, Research Opportunities and Mentoring, is designed to facilitate the acquisition of research skills and mastery of subject material through investigative work and

mentoring. Phase four, Graduate School Bridge, is a collaborative effort between Kentucky State University and graduate SMET programs that offers students opportunity to work and learn with research faculty members.

