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Long paper

Service Learning Projects in an Introductory Statistics Course

Short Abstract:

Service projects provide Introductory Statistics students with an opportunity to complete a real-world data analysis, which can help promote a sense of value for course content.  These projects also meet the needs of agencies that often do not have the resources or time to produce statistics needed for funding reports.

Long Abstract:

Incorporating real world data analysis projects is one method many statistics instructors use to demonstrate the usefulness of course content.  Community service learning projects, for which students complete a data analysis for a local agency, provide an important link between course content and the real world.  By seeing how the

agency uses the results of the student project to meet funding requirements, for example,

students learn the real value of statistics and data analysis to the agency.  Ultimately,

participation in a community service learning project can promote a sense of value for

statistics.  In addition, by participating on one of these projects, introductory statistics

students provide an important service to their community.

In this presentation several service learning projects will be described.  Details will be given on the instructor's role and responsibilities, student contributions and the projects' results.  Example projects include surveys and data analysis projects conducted for the Friends of the Rappahannock, the Fredericksburg Area Office on Youth, the Rappahannock Council Against Sexual Assault, the Association for Retarded Citizens,

and Fredericksburg Personal Counseling.

