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1.5 hour workshop

Embedding Study Skills in Developmental Algebra

Short Abstract:

Many community college students have difficulty in math due to poor math

learning skills.  This workshop shares strategies from a project which significantly improved student success by embedding mathematics-appropriate study skills into a developmental algebra class, while maintaining department course requirements and standards and even increasing course completion rates.

Long Abstract:

Many community college students have difficulty in math due to poor math

learning skills.  This proposed workshop will share strategies from a project which

significantly improved student success by embedding mathematics-appropriate study skills into a developmental algebra class and by incorporating community-building activities.  These innovations were added while maintaining department course requirements and standards and even increasing course completion rates.

Students need many skills to be successful in mathematics courses.  They need to organize their work, record information presented in class, study that information, and show evidence of their learning on exams. The skills needed to perform these tasks are complex and interconnected.  This proposed workshop will share the specific study strategies devised in a CEPT-funded project which focused on the foundation study skills of preparation, homework organization, and note taking.  Included also will be community-building activities incorporated to shift student attitudes toward being more positive about math classes.

The two workshop leaders, mathematics and study skills faculty, collaborated for two years to devise, test, and refine strategies which the mathematics instructor could embed in his conventional developmental algebra classes. Research results will be shared to show that students felt more confident about their math study skills and more competent in learning mathematics.

The study skills and the instructional strategies to support them have been shared at three conferences in Oregon at different stages during the project’s development: the Oregon Mathematics Association of Two-Year Colleges, Oregon/Washington Student Success Strategies, and the Oregon CEPT Showcase. The workshops involved hands-on activities and participant interaction which provided experience with the study skills activities designed to strengthen mathematics learning.  Workshop responses have been favorable and indicated that participants took with them practical skills they could use as a foundation for developing study skills strategies appropriate for their own instructional environments.

