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Panel

Research Internships for Teachers and Teachers-In-Training

Short Abstract:

Following a brief overview of the Maryland Educators’ Summer Research

Program, a panel of Interns will share reasons for seeking a research internship, their

expectations of the experience, and how the internship has impacted their teaching.  They will also present a summary of their research results and involvement in outreach.

Long Abstract:

The goal of the Maryland Educators' Summer Research Program (MESRP) to enhance the source of proficient teachers of K-12 science, mathematics, and technology in Maryland.  Allowing teachers to participate in activities, contexts, and cultures in which science and mathematics are developed and practiced is a powerful intervention.

MESRP was designed to provide authentic research opportunities for experienced inservice teachers and preservice teachers in the Maryland Collaborative for Teacher Preparation (MCTP) program.

Program  Goals:

        
To enhance teachers’ ability to engage students in active, investigative learning

that will ultimately improve their attitudes, perceptions, and performance in science and mathematics.

To improve retention of teachers in Maryland schools while providing the

opportunity for experienced teachers to serve as mentors offering preservice teachers valuable insights on classroom practices

Outcomes:

*  Provide authentic research experiences that can be transformed into

    classroom experiences for students

*  Foster changes in teachers’ attitudes and beliefs concerning teaching and

    learning of science and mathematics

*  Facilitate the implementation and dissemination of inquiry-based lessons that

    nurture students’ curiosity and ability to construct knowledge and

    understanding

*  Provide experienced mentor teachers for Maryland schools

The program will include a brief overview of the mechanics of each of the internship program.  A panel of former interns will discuss their reasons for seeking out a research internship, their expectations of the research experience, and their perceptions of the value of a research experience.

Selected members of the panel will present a summary of their research results and/or their involvement in outreach within the education and scientific communities.

