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Email Correspondence Connects Middle School Students With College Student

Researcher

Short Abstract:

An email project that connects college student  researcher with middle school

students.  STEMTEC Scholar shares her experiences electronically with  grades 6 and 7

students. Guided by classroom teachers, students learn about Wood's Hole and Biosphere 2 locations on the internet.  Questions about sites and research are asked and college student replies.  Students also share their own ideas and inquiry projects.  This project offers the one computer classroom and opportunity for students at all levels to make connections through science.

Equipment:  Slide Projector

Long abstract:

Email Collaboration Connects Middle School Students and College Student

Researcher
Elizabeth H. Burrows, STEMTEC Scholar, corresponds electronically with South Hadley Middle School Students.  Ms. Burrows, a Mount Holyoke College student, shares her research experiences in environmental science with grades 6 and 7 students in project facilitated by Linda B. Selleck, Middle School science teacher.

Guided by classroom teachers, students are introduced to Biosphere 2 and Wood's Hole locations on the internet.  Questions about sites and research are developed in each class and emailed to college student who replies with grade appropriate answers.  Electornic pictures of research activities in the field and lab are attached to messages.  Middle school students also share their own ideas and inquiry projects.  At the conclusion of the correspondence semester, Ms. Burrows visits for an assembly program.

Presentors will identify curriculum/framework relationships and suggest strategies for implementation.

This project offers the one computer classroom an opportunity for students, at many levels, to make connections through science.  Middle school age learners see that research is conducted by all age "scientists" on topics that they are curious about.  They develop the appreciation that many people are working to better understand how the environment operates.  As a role model researcher, the college student explores the importance of sharing science with younger age students.

