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Short Paper

The Case Against the Quiz

Short Abstract:

The quiz has been a means of assessment for educators for years.  Teachers

have also used the quiz as punishment for poor class preparation.  This examines whether or not giving quizzes is an effective way to improve student performance or are there alternative methods.

Long Abstract:

Here at the United States Military Academy the idea of daily testing had been

tradition.  Cadets used to be tested daily by doing a problem on a blackboard that was graded by the instructor after class was over.  As time went on the "graded board" was done away with and replaced by frequent quizzes.  I started to wonder if the level of difficulty of the quiz each instructor gave out had anything to do with student performance.  Here at USMA we have a standard program where every cadets takes the same math classes and we have data that goes back 10 years.  I was able to see that the difficulty of quizzes had nothing to do with student performance.  I then asked, "Why do we quiz at all?"  We test recall knowledge using what we call Written Partial Reviews, most colleges call them mid-terms.  So why test this again on a quiz.  Are we giving them a practice test?  Are we ensuring that they prepare for class with the threat of a quiz?  What is our purpose?  Does it make more sense to give homework?  Cadets seem to prefer the quiz, because if they do not know the material, the agony ends in the time given to complete the quiz.  Doing homework forces them to make a decision to quit.  Also homework allows for a collaborative learning, while a quiz is one against the world.

