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Symposium

Excel: Peer Teaching in Collaborative Groups

Short Abstract:

OCEPT has promoted the establishment of Emerging Scholars-like programs,

called "Excel," over the past four years. This is the story of how Excel has grown to nearly twenty programs in ten Universities and Community Colleges in Oregon and how it promotes the recruitment and development of future teachers.

Long Abstract:

OCEPT, has promoted the establishment of Emerging Scholars-like programs,

called "Excel," over the past four years. This is the story of how Excel has grown to nearly twenty programs in ten Universities and Community Colleges in Oregon and how it promotes the recruitment and development of future teachers.

Excel classes are taught in conjunction with regular undergraduate math and science courses, such as College Algebra or Chemistry. Students opt to take the add-on Excel classes for credit on a pass/no pass basis. Excel classes, or workshops, are designed such that students work in small collaborative groups solving challenging problems related to the work they are doing in their regular classes. The workshops are typically led by graduate students interested in teaching or by alumni of Excel classes. These student leaders and helpers get a great exposure to teaching. In addition, the students in the class take on the role of peer teachers as they help one another in solving the problems on the worksheet of the day. Many students find out for the first time that they have a talent and interest in teaching as a result of taking an Excel class. The Excel workshop classes also give observing instructors an opportunity to identify and recruit students who have a natural ability to teach.

Speakers for this symposium represent different disciplines and different colleges and universities. They will share how Excel functions in a variety of settings and how it has aided in attracting students into the teaching profession.

