John Ward

Assistant Professor

Educational Foundations

Millersville University

107 Stayer

Millersville, PA  17551

Short paper

john.ward@millersville.edu

Co-author:  
Suzanne McCotter

Educational Foundations

Millersville University

Millersville, PA 17551

Collaborative Supervision

Short Abstract:

Millersville University has initiated a pilot program for collaborative supervision of math and science student teachers. The goal of this collaboration is to better integrate meaningful content with constructivist teaching. Cohorts of student teachers work together with their mentors while undertaking action research centered on a unit of

instruction. 

Long Abstract:

Currently, secondary education student teachers at Millersville University are

supervised by members of the department of Educational Foundations. Unfortunately, scheduling conflicts, and the large number of disciplines represented by student teachers often make it impossible to match disciplinary backgrounds of supervisors and students. To address the need for better integration of content with methods, Millersville University has initiated a pilot program, funded by a CETP-PA mini-grant, for collaborative supervision of math and science student teachers.

This program was also initiated as a method for meeting new performance standards of the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE) while continuing to promote constructivist methods of learning. The NCATE 2000 standards include documentation of a teacher candidate’s ability to have a positive effect on student learning.

The collaborative model we are piloting engages student teachers in collaborative action research centered on a unit of instruction guided by teams of mentors. Units of instruction are planned using the Wiggins and McTighe understanding by design model. This model emphasizes enduring and essential understandings, identifying student misunderstandings, and planning instruction that allows assessment of student learning according to six dimensions of understanding. This model was chosen for its focus on broader learning goals and constructivist methods of teaching.

Collaborative teams were formed in fall junior block classes and will be sustained through the spring student teaching experience. During the fall semester, teams will prepare students for conducting action research, and for developing meaningful content-rich unit plans. Teams will also conduct workshops for cooperating teachers from participating school districts.

In this presentation, we will explain our supervision model and our initial evaluation of its success. We will present data on the effectiveness of the junior block experience. We will also present perspectives of both student teachers and cooperating teachers and mentors developed from interviews.

