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Long paper

The Stories of How Women Become Scientists: Dissertation Results

Short Abstract:

The motivational stories of eight women scientists were explored in this

hermeneutic phenomenological inquiry. Learn what early motivational experiences involving science activities motivated these women to pursue science careers. Listen to the fascinating stories they shared concerning the relevance of social interactions and gender influences on their career goals.

Long Abstract:

The under-representation of women in science careers is well documented. While

important information has been published concerning various factors that influenced women to pursue science careers, very few research projects have allowed women scientists to share their personal experiences of what motivated them to become scientists in their own voices.

The purpose of this inquiry was to investigate the elicited stories of eight women research scientists so that their retrospective motivational experiences with science as young girls and women inside and outside the formal school setting might be better understood. This inquiry examined specific motivational factors and experiences that encouraged or discouraged these women to pursue careers in science. These factors included the motivational influences of gender perceptions, science experiences, and social interactions. From the collective experiences offered, emergent themes were identified and interpreted. These motivational themes were compared with motivational findings in a literature review. Educational implications of the identified themes for these and other women considering careers in science, women's parents, science educator's and society are discussed.

